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M New Players News

New Players — for quality community theatre
XEETEAM LAST FEW DAYSFOR |LACKOFONEACTSMEANS
President TAKE ACHANCE ON ME CANCELLATION,
RELOCATION
Imm ediate No entries were receved for the Festival
Past President of Community Theare for Welli ngton
Don Blackmore District. The @mmpetition that wasto
477 0960 have been held at Khandallah Arts
Vice-President "home" on 2 August has been cancdled.
Irene Miller We understand that there were only
972 8876 enough entries from the North Island to

fill one 3-day programme, which was held

Treasurer & in Feilding, ending on 21 July. Therefore,

Membership the North Island Final will comprise only
Pat Moran the plays presented at Feilding and it will
4785910 not be held at Porirua Little Theare &
originally scheduled, but badk at Feilding
‘?ue sc;r r? Eai;)ll(i e Little Thedre, on 25 August.
477 4194 Feilding High Schodl's Lest We Forget,
devised from World War |l letters of
Man ag_ement former Feil ding Ag High School pupil s,
Committee written and direded by Karla Crofts, won
Members . the Sheridan Hickey Y outh Award, an
Clare Adams award for best _ensemble prodl_Jctipn, an
478 3352 award for credltal_ale charaderisation, and
_ was the overall winner.
,I’j\lprgstron Runners-up were Awatapu College with
9 Brian Marshall's Blah Blah Blah, and the
Feilding Little Thedre production of The
Richard Cook Tapes by André Surridge direded
Bywater by Dan Matee (who won "best director").

478 5457 B 50 P Those threeplays and Wonderland by
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477 4194 UHYH *ULOOHU . we sympathise with William Gaunt,

uside  TateAChaeonMety L e maeton bt b e

ColumliEE Roger Hall closeson 4 ed: t tle Theare and Drama Christi), courses

N P News: ~ August. removed: 100 and workshopson stage and screen ad-

Barry Lakeman  Bookingsto 4 78 7878 or hard to ing, and something from the Ed.

970 1339 Www.newplayers.org.nz. rearange and | Regular feaures are that we tell you about

New Players people who are Out and

Everyone is welcome to contribute to New Players send b/ pdf- About, there ae a crossword, a list of

News. A big “thank you" to our contributors this month: websites of interest and a Theatre Cal-
Justin Blakie, Marie Thomson, and Marjorie McKee. endar. Thereisno “featured playwright”.

E-mail: General correspondence. committee@newplayers.org.nz.

Membership enquiries: membership@newplayers.org.nz; Bookings. bookings @newplayers.org.nz
Other enquiries. president@newplayers.org.nz, vicepresident @newplayers.org.nz, webmaster @newplayers.org.nz.




the Ed’s
column

Well, no-one has been clamouring
for more in the Playwright's s
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ries, and there has been very little

information from anyone this

month. Thanks to Justin for the

photographs, and to seaet agent Marie Thomson, whois our
spedal reporter in Tawa & present.

And thanks to Ralph Lenton for his contributions from acoss
the ditch. Because of aladk of content | had to hold them
over this month or make up a page and a half of filler. Sorry,
Ralph, they will be in the September issue, for sure.

Chees

Barry

Adam Playreading Series 2007

This month sees the start of this playreading series, whichiis
designed to present playsthat are ready for production to
Wellington professional theare mmpanies. This, the deventh
series, is presented by Playmarket, Downstage Thedare Soci-
ety and Downstage Thedre with sporsorship from the Adam
Foundation.

The public ae welcome and the st is usually around $6 per
play. Youwon't see afull professional production, but you
will seeprofessional adors, acting the play, script in hand,
after around a day's rehearsal with a professional diredor.
One play is presented on each day.

The plays are:

The Trial, adapted by Dean Parker from Franz Kafka's classc
story. Josef wakes one morning and finds he's arrested - no
one however will reveal what hiscrimeis. Given the current
international padliticd climate, The Trial’s pdliti cs of paranoia
have mntemporary charge in this vital and daring adaptation.

The Curative, adapted by Tony McCaffrey from the novel by
Charlotte Randall. Willi am Lonsdale is chained to the wall of
afilthy room in the "incurables wing" in Londonsinfamous
Bedlam at the turn of the 19th century. He doesn't know how
he got there or if he will ever get out. Thisplay ispeopled
with vivid and unforgettable dharaders.

Caustic by Thomas Sainsbury. A major, provocaive work by
one of this country’s most exciting new playwrights. Dark
and funny, set in a 1950s-inspired future dystopia of enforced
consumerism and government-by-corporation. This has been
performed in Auckland with much trumpeting about how
brave the producers were to present it.

The Love Wrander by Ryan McFadyen. Written at the turn
of the mill ennium, it is st in afuture post-greenhouse d-
feded city, where water levels have risen to leave the inhabi-
tants of an apartment building marooned. Love arivesto ful-
fill apromiseto Hope, however Hope has already given up
and committed suicide. Enter the Love Wrangler.
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NEW PLAYERSPEOPLE
OUT AND ABOUT

Aswell as publicising Wellington Gil bert and Sullivan's
North Iland tour in September/Ocotber of Tales of Hoffman,
Marjorie McKeeis publicist for Part of Me by Kelly
Kilgour, direded by Danny Mulheron at BATS this month,
and for Shining City by Conor McPherson to be directed by
Danny Mulheron at Circain September / October.

Ewen Coleman isdireding The Crucible by Arthur Mill er
for Welli ngton Repertory Thedre. Barry Lakeman isin the
cest.

Appeaing in Tawa Community Theare's Are You Being
Served? this month (and until 8 September) are Marie
Thomson as Mrs Slocombe, M argar et Potter as a shopper,
RossConland as Mr Grace Mike Boag as Mr Granger, Pe-
ter MacK enzie as Mr Rumbold and Jamie Najbert (who
sang in our last Panto) as Nurse.

Barr y Lakeman spent aday in Linton military camp last
month, adinginaTV commercial for the NZ Army, and has
been offered arolein afilm, Garage Sde.
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THEATRE CALENDAR

OPEN NOW
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M onar chy, The Musical by Paul Jenden and Gareth Farr, dir:
Paul Jenden. Unpicks the rich tapestry of roya history,
laying bare the lives of all the grea monarchs, their infa-
mous consorts, lovers andrivals. CircaOneto 25 August.

Dead Man’sHand by Seymour Matthews, dir Stephen
Feanley for Stageaaft at the Gryphon to 4 August.

Part Of Meby Kelly Kilgour, dir: Danny Mulheron, with
TaniaNolan, Steve Tamarapa, Holly Shanahan & Phil
Vaughan. Isit worth holding onto friendships that have
experienced hardships? BATSto 11August.

The Hunting of the Snark (return season). BATSto 4 Aug.

Falling In Love Again with Jennifer Ward-Lealand as Marlene
Dietrich, Downstage to 4 August.

OPENING IN AUGUST

1 KingLear by Shakespeae, dir: David Lawrence 4 Te
WhaeaThedre (NZ Drama School), a Fortune Theare
(Dunedin) prod., with Edward Petherbridge. To 5Aug.

4  The Cape by Vivienne Plumb, dir: Conrad Newport. 1994
road trip of four 17 yea oldsto Cape Reinga. CircaTwo to
1 September.

6 Go Solo 2007by NZ Drama Schod : Toi Whakaai stu-
dents, dir: Jade Eriksen, des; Paul Tozer & Claudia
Tolus®. A move away from the biographies of previous
yeasto a ompasitional focus of inquiry about how NZers
expressidentity through storytelling. Bookings: 381 253.
Te WhaeaNational Dance & Drama Centre to 19 Aug.

7 Nuclear Zephyr, dir: L"hibou Hornung. “No snowflakein
an avalanche ever feelsresporsible.” Music aeded by
Matthew Mitchell. A mixture of classc thedre, interadive,
voice and dancethat represents the voice of our youth.
Participate in NZ PeaceWeek. BATSto 11 August.

9 Danny Bhoy, the top selling comedian at the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival OperaHouse. And 10 August.

9 TheCaretaker by Harold Pinter. A 1960 modern classc.

A homelessvagrant istaken in by two brothers, welcomed,

ridiculed and threaened with seemingly randam ads of

charity and aggresdon. Levin Little Thedre, to 18 August.

King Lear by Willi am Shakespeare, dir: Trevor Nunn,

with lan McKellen, Willi am Gaunt, Sylvester McCoy,

MonicaDolan etc. St James. To 13August.

The Seagull by Anthon Chekhov, dir: Trevor Nunn, with

lan McKellen as Sorin. St James.

The Crucible by Arthur Miller, dir: Ewen Coleman for

Welli ngton Repertory Thedre & the Gryphon onGhuznee

Cast includes Barry Lakeman. “A classc American Tale

of witchcraft, masshysteria and retribution”. Bookings:

385 4247. To 25 August.

Off TheHook by Derek Benfield, dir: Ruth Sarratt for

Heretaunga Playersto 25August. [l have different infor-

mation about this show: maybe it openson 21 July. - Ed.]

The Countess by George Murphy, dir Venessa Park. A

drama based onthe Victorian era’s most notorious sx

scandal, set in 1854. To 25August Venessa 586 2092

Sexual Perversity in Chicago by David Mamet with Allan

Henry, Martyn Wood, Laurel Devenie and Amy Waller. A

wicked comedy: the lives of 2 men and 2 women in the

world of dating in 1970s Chicago direded to integrate with
the site. San Francisco Bathhouse to 25 Aug.
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16 Laughing At Gravity, by Circus Oz, the modern circus
show, St James. To 19August.

Who Needs Slegp Anyway? by Roger Hall & Pip Hall
dir: Susan Wil son, des: John Hodgson, LisaMaule, Zoe
Fox with Jennifer Ludlam, Jane Waddell, Peter Hamble-
ton, Mel Dodge, Paul McLaughlin, Nick Dunbar. Comedy
abou bringing up babies. Downstage to 22 September.
Off The Hook by Derek Benfield, dir: Ruth Sarratt for
Heretaunga Playersto 30Jduly. [l have different informa-
tion about this show: maybe it opened on 15 July.- Ed.]
The Venetian Bride ad. by Robert Tripe from story by
Maurice Shadbolt, dir: Rachel More, des: Jennifer Ldl,
Gareth Farr, with Helen Moulder, Grant Tilly, Carol
Smith, Phil Peleton, Robert Tripe & Bjorg Hall dosdottir.
BATSto 1 September.

Twelfth Night, dir: VanessaByrnesfor NZ Drama
School: Toi Whakaai. Shakespeae'sclassc comedy per-
formed by 22 secondyea adors supported by design,
technicd, management and costume students. Bookings:
381 P53. Te WhaeaThedreto 1 September.

Pig Hunt by Brian Hotter, dir: Kerryn Plamer, des: Brian
King, with Jason Whyte, Jamie McCaskill & Rapai Te
Hau. Fancy the scent of bush in their nostril s? www.
paraleluniverse.org.nz. BATSto 1 September.

Are You Being Served? aBYO cabaret show by Tawa
Community Thedre. Comic musicd fromthe TV series.
Department store staff on holiday in Spain are ebducted by
guerillas. Cast includesMarie Thomson, M ar garet Pot-
ter, RossConland, Mike Boag, Peter M acK enzie and
Jamie Najbert. Bookings232 3711. To 8 September.
Festival of Community Theatre, North Island (Regional)
Final, at Feilding Little Theare. Seefront page for more.
Sammy! Traces the transformation of young Mohandas
Karamchand Gandh from a naive tongue-tied lawyer into
aMahatma or Grea Soul and then to his assassnation.
World Tour. The OperaHouse.

Adam Playreading Series, Downstage. Sundaysto 16
September, at 3.00 p.m. Seepage 2 for more information.
TheKing And |, Coasters Musical Theatre, 15 Hinemoa
Stred, Paraparaumu, to 8 Sept. Seewww.coasters.org.nz.

AUDITIONS

The Weekend by Michad Palin, dir: lona Anderson for
Stageaaft. Season: 7to 17 November, the Gryphon
Neea 3M, 40'sto 60s; 1M, 30's; 2F, 40 to 50; 1F, 30's;
1F, late teens. Auditions: 18 & 19 August, 10.30 am. to
3.30 p.m., Welli ngton Arts Centre, Abel Smith St. A "riot
of a mmedy with an ever-present dark side". For informa-
tion, audition times etc. call lona, 4785 8434.

Crackle or How to make a Devil and 3 x 10 minute
plays. The 10 minute plays are by Barry Lakeman
(Echoes, Waiting For Jim and Just Add Water), 2 of which
have only been performed in Australia, and Crackie or
How to make a Dewl isadevised / coll aborativepiecewith
the theme of what factors add to aindividual/group to ad
in a destructive manner, with an emphasis on debilitating
the mental facaulties of people so that they are unable to
function fredy, direded by Darrell Haddon: For season
end October/ealy November at Newtown Community
Centre. Auditionswill be held at the Newtown Commu-
nity Centre, at 7.00 p.m. Contads: Darrell: 021 456 562;
Barry: 0274 433 630.
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Drama Christi: 60th Anniversary on Labour Week-
end (20to 220ctober). Contad: 4759562 a e-mail
info@dramachristi.org.nz.

Mana Little Theatre: 50th anniversary in 2008
Barbara Heah, compiling a history, requests any rele-
vant aneadotes, photos, etc.: e.b.heagh@xtra.co.nz.

ANNIVERSARIES




DOWN

CROSSWORD 2 Charm Mabadk with smashed Iute.
by Barry Lakeman

3 Requires Eden's chaos.

5 Clean Victory in Europe is muddled for aterritory enclosed within
another.

Eastern spacestirred for get away.

Trap round for role.

Finding one's beaings in chaotic Eastern nation riot.

Lever up for an extravagantly goodtime.

14 Hal Container stands up for Indian ruler.

15 A thousand, for example, make abarrel.

17 Sted around for the minimum.

21 Ensured fair play when ripe mud stirred up.

22 Moose gpeas from the Spanish 1,000.

23 Loud after mark of wound lings a muffler.

24 Bubbleliquid in the throat when rag roll s up over broken leg.
26 A steer cooked for a Christian festival.

28 Right in confused task is ®vere.

29 Listenersin beaskins.

-- - -- - The firs.t four across answers might remind you of Circa's main
production at present. The shaded squares can be rearranged
to find the names of the two creators (4, 6 & 6, 4).

ACROSS
1 New, aman comes before agift from heaven. | ANSWER TO LAST MONTH’S CROSSWORD |
4 Entered: pivotd little newspaperman.

10 Entertain amouse, running around loveless

11 Bikenot onin awhirlwind.

12 Screw constant repetition.

13 Almost sounds like adinosaur on long walks.

16 Sufficient current precales the French.

18 Consumed at the end.

19 Fish come badk out of the wind.

20 Reg mute, confused, in Koalas favourite place

23 Droop caused when gas flows back.

25 The French Mill sor Dawson.

27 Pam disorganised after church isalittle serieswinner.

28 Takesredpeforiceglider.

30 Stupid returnsfor Mr Amin.

31 Right! Go bad beforelittl e queen for adknowledgement.
32 Croat disorganised on stage.

33 Sewed alterations for widow's clothing.

34 Riskit! Confused, | go for ashort dress The first four across answers could remind you of the title

of a play. The letters in the shaded squares can be ar-
Websites of | nterest ranged to find the name of the title character and the law-
Reviews: yer: ANTONIO and PORTIA.

www.theareview.org.nz ntains reviews of New Zedand thea L
tre of all types by various reviewers sich as bhn Smythe BUT WHAT ABOUT W illiam Gaunt?
(who wsed to be with the Nationa BusinessReview), Ewen

S . ) Th ill be athird perf f the Royal Shak
Coleman (Dominion Post), Lynn Freeman (Capital Times). Cre It be athird periorfance ot "he =oy epeae

Company’sKing Lear on Monday 13th August. "Thefirst two shows

www.lumiere.net.nz/reader: film and thedre review site. have sold out and there has been alot of pressure to extend the
Theatre community: season," says RSO CEO CeliaWamsley. "Asthe company is
www.thearecomrades.co.nz is anon-profit website for theare. ~ committed to their Auckland season, the only way we auld fit in

ancther King Lea was to replacethe first performance of The
Seaull". This means Welli ngton audiences will get to seeSir lan
o . i . McKeélen in all threeperformances of King Lear, as well as playing
www.the_b_lgldeaco.nz an orline ommunity for NZ credive the part of Sorin in The Seagull on Tuesday 14th August.
practitioners, producers and arganisations. Updates daily.
Whilethisisgrea for Sir lan, think about the dfea on Willi am

Play directories:
va ! . . . Gaunt's ego. This meansthat the performance of The Seagull with hm
www.dodleecom is an orline database for playwrights and pays. in the lead role has been cancell ed

www.scriptmagnet.com Prospectively, a script library for New

Zedand writers. COURSESAND WORKSHOPS

www.buddybuddy.com runto promote gay and lesbian thedre . .
throughout the world. It includesalist of such plays. S0 You Think Y(_)u Can Act, a Qourse on stage tednique by
Rob Ormsby. First 3 weekendsin August, 10.30to 3.00 at

www.youtube.com. You Tube has video extrads of performances -
of plays by playwrights such as Beckett, Mill e and Chekhov. Porirua. $60.00. 10- 12 persons. Contact Rob at 234 7273.

www.nzlive.com cultural website by the Ministry of Culture and
Heritage linking information and links provided by NZ sites.

they hold the rights. 10 participants, master-class. $45 gus GST. 6.00 to 8.00,
www.playbureau.com Lists of New Zealand and international week-night, Toi Whakaai. Also one-on-one aaching. 3_;9_0
plays for which they hold the rights. plus GST (and venue st of $20 dus GST per hour). Mini-

mum 1-hour. Contact: mirandaharcourt@adrix.co.nz or 021

484 776.

www.bardwire.gut.edu.au Theworld of Shakespeae.



